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“Jesus answered them, and said, My doctrine is not mine, but his that 
sent me. If any man will do his will, he shall know of the doctrine, 
whether it be of God, or whether I speak of myself.”—St. JoHN vu: 16, 17° 
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DISCOURSE BY ELDER FRANKLIN D. RICHARDS. 


[CONCLUDED FROM PAGB 52.] 


Tue Lord has not thought proper to reveal unto us much of the vast- 
ness of His Heavenly works; but He once received Moses into His 
presence on the mountain and showed him “concerning this heaven 
and this earth,” and there gave him the revelation concerning the 
creation of the earth and the seven days’ work, and commanded 
him to write it. In this interview He was a personage of 
spirit. He also showed Himself unto the Brother of Jared, Mahonri 
Moriancumr, and informed him that His body of spirit was just the 
figure that His body of flesh should be when born of woman. 

He had not only this name, “The Word of God,” but He had other 
titles. By searching the Scriptures we find some twenty or thirty of 
them. But in speaking of this, He said to Moses, Exodus vi, 3, 
“Your fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, to whom I revealed myself, 
knew Me by the name of Almighty God, but by My name Jehovah 
they did not know Me.” At different times He told Israel that He 
was Jehovah until He came and dwelt in the flesh. Then He was the 
Son of God—the Christ. It is said concerning Him by one of the 
ancient prophets ,Isaiah ix, 6, that “ His name shall be called Wonderful, 
Counselor, the Mighty God, the Evertastina Faruer, the Prince of 
Peace.” These were a few of the names that were given to Him 
besides some that John saw—such as the Word of God, King of kings and 
Lord of lords. Now this name of Father is a wonderful name. It is over 
this that some of the brethren stumble, and they get very erroneous ideas 
concerning the Savior. One man has worried at it until he has nearly 


} 


> 
‘ 
( 
/ 
| 
| 
1 
| 
‘ 


66 LATTER-DAY SAINTS MILLENNIAL STAR. 


worried himself out of the Church, and it was thought he would have 
gone to the asylum because of his incongruous ideas over it. What is 
it to be a father? We understand generally the term father to mean 
one who becomes the parent of children. The fact that he is endowed 
with power to procreate his species by the blessing of God enables him 
to become a father. There is a beginning to his fatherhood. As John 
said, “In the beginning was the Word.” There was a beginning to the 
creation of the earth. There is a beginning to the creation of a man’s 
family. But that is not the only sense of a father. A father when taken 
in a more general sense signifies something more, according to the Scrip- 
tures. Joseph said to his brethren, Genesis xiv, 18, “ He [God] had 
made me a father to Pharaoh.” Why? Because He had given him the 
power, the wisdom, and the understanding to lay up food during the seven 
years of plenty, so that he saved not only Egypt, but enabled Pharaoh 
and Egypt to save the nations around by letting them have food to eat in 
their terrible necessities. In the Scriptures Satan is called the father of 
lies, the father of deceit, of misrepresentation, contention and strife. 
George Washington is called the father of this nation, by his skill, his 
warlike prowess, and the readiness to stand at the head of his people, 
first in war, first in peace, and first in the hearts of his countrymen, and 
he so became the father of our country. Just so we may say concerning 
others. As for instance the man who discovered the control of lightning. 
Although Franklin brought it down from heaven in safety, yet it was left 
for Professor Morse to be the father of telegraphy, and otherwise com- 
‘municate intelligence by it around the world. Mr. Watt was the father of 
steam power, by discovering its elasticity and applying it to mechanics as 
motive power. So with the Prophet Brigham Young. He was the father 
of Utah, because under God he led the people and established them here, 
to become a Territory or State, and made it possible for many others to 
come and live here. We see, by the foregoing, the meaning of a father in 
this general and broad sense is a creator, a controller,a manager. Hence 
it was that the Prophet Isaiah said concerning the Lord Jesus He 
shall] be called “the Everlasting Father.” The Prophet Mosiah (Book of 
Mormon, fifteenth chapter, verses 2, 3 and 4,) has told us that because of 
the Spirit He was the Father, and because of His having been born in the 
flesh He was the Son, and therefore He is called the very Eternal Father 
of Heaven and earth, which really means that He was the very Eternal 
Creator of Heaven and earth. In the beginning he created the heavens 
and the earth. Thus when we get an understanding of the things of God 
and comprehend them, some of the difficult sayings of Scripture become 
plain and easy to be understood. If we turn to the first chapter of John’s 
revelations, and sixth verse, we find that great glory and dominion will be 
given unto Him “ Who hath made us kings and priests unto God and His 
Father.” So we see that He does not assume to be the Father of all, but He 
was the Father of heaven and earth, and was to make men kings and 
priests unto Himself and His Father, knowing that He and His Father 
were two persons, as is distinctly maintained in all the Scriptures. By 
this we can see that as we read the Scriptures we read over great and 
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wonderful descriptions of knowledge, just as when we uncover the mines 
we find great treasures of wealth. The mines, when they are found, are 
not pure gold or silver, but other materials have to be brought together 
to put with them—what they call fluxing material—to separate the 
pure metal from the dross, and to bring out the genuine article fit for 
market. So if we search the Scriptures we find the principles described 
and the instructions given by which we are enabled to understand these 
truths in a similar way, and to comprehend the difference between the 
truth and the error. 


I wish the brethren would study the Scriptures more and encourage 
those that do it. Study them as you would study the analysis of any 
material thing, and you would find treasures of knowledge and under- 
standing, and that they are simple and plain, comforting the heart, 
satisfying to the mind, and food for the soul. It is given unto us in 
the Book of Doctrine and Covenants, section cxxi, 23-33, what we may 
find if we can only obtain the Holy Spirit. We shall find that we have 
great latitude for study and for research, and for blessing and know- 
ledge in the word of God. The revelation says that: “God shall 
give unto you (the Saints) knowledge by his Holy Spirit, yea, by the 
unspeakable gift of the Holy Ghost, that has not been revealed since 
the world was until now ; which our forefathers have waited with anxious 
expectation to be revealed in the last times, which their minds 
were pointed to, by the angel, as held in reserve for the fulness of their 
glory: a time to come in which nothing shall be withheld, whether 
there be one God or many Gods, they shall be manifest ; all thrones 
and dominions, principalities and powers, shall be revealed and set forth 
upon all who have endured valiantly for the Gospel of Jesus Christ ; 
and also if there be bounds set to the heavens, or to the seas, or to 
the dry land, or to the sun, moon, or stars ; all the times of their revolu- 
tions, all the appointed days, months and years, and all the days 
of their days, months, and years, and all their glories, laws, 
and set times, shall be revealed, in the days of the dispensation of 
the fulness of times according to that which was ordained in the midst 
of the council of the eternal God of all other Gods, before this world 
was, that should be reserved unto the finishing and the end thereof, 
when every man shall enter into his eternal presence and into his im- 
mortal rest.” 


Is there not a field of exploration that is worth the talent of anybody 
who has the disposition and purpose to keep the commandments of God 
and so live that they can receive of His Spirit ? I know there are many in 
these days that are very technical, very sticklish, asking questions requiring 
a good dea] of hair-splitting argument, and I want to say to you that it is not 
best to dally upon those things that are unprofitable, but search the prin- 
ciples of the Gospel and study them by the light of the Holy Spirit. 
When you cannot see and understand what you want, try, by the grace of 
God, to get that measure of Spirit which will throw the light, the more 
than calcium light, upon the subject, and so get to comprehend it. But 
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remember, brethren and sisters, these things have to be held in righteous- 
ness. We have to hold the truth in righteousness, or else we cannot grow 
in Christ, or in the knowledge of the truth as it is in Christ our living 
head. 

May the Lord bless us with His Spirit to enrich us with the knowledge 
of the truth ; but above all to establish in us a determined purpose that 
as for us and ours we will serve Him, and we will treasure up line upon 
line, precept upon precept, until we get to see as we are seen, and know as 
we are known. May God help us to do so, in the name of the Lord Jesus. 
Amen. 


BIRMINGHAM CONFERENCE. 


Tue Birmingham Conference convened at the Latter-Day Saints’ Chapel, 
Hunter’s Vale, off Farm Street, Hockley, Birmingham, on Sunday, 
January 20th, 1895. 

The following Elders from Zion were in attendance, viz :—Anthon H. 
Lund, President of the European Mission ; Victor P. Wells, of the Liver- 
pool Office ; N. L. Morris, President of the London Conference: N. T. 
Porter, junr., President of, and Richard Jeffries, Traveling Elder, in the 
Nottingham Conference; W. H. Streeper, junr., President of, and W. L 
Webb, Traveling Elder in, the Sheffield Conference; J. B. Patterson» 
President of, and Timothy Terry, W. S. Barnes, John Burrows, Joseph 
S. Mousley, Jobe Hill, Harvey Woodyatt, Edward Southwick, Ben. R. 
Eldredge, and J. E. Booth, Traveling Elders in, the Birmingham 
Conference. 

The three meetings held during the day were well attended, notwith- 
standing the inclemency of the weather, which undoubtedly prevented 
many from attending who would otherwise have done so ; among those 
present were several strangers. 

The remarks made by the Elders were of a very encouraging nature, 
especially was this the case with the instructions given by President 
Lund. 

A goodly portion of the Holy Spirit was enjoyed by both speakers and 
listeners, and the Saints present all felt thankful to Him above for the 
privilege they had of associating together, and receiving such good 
counsel. 

At the afternoon meeting the General Authorities of the Church and 
of the European Mission, and the President and Traveling Elders of the 
Birmingham Conference, together with the Presidents and Presiding 
Elders of the various branches in the Conference were presented and 
unanimously sustained. The report of the statistics and labor performed 
by the Elders for the six months ending January 20th, was read as 
follows :—Seventies 9; Elders 22; Priests 7; Teachers 6; Deacons 6; 
members {211; total officers and members 261. Tracts distributed 
21,322 ; Gospel conversations 236 ; books loaned 26; books sold 13 ; books 
given away 20; in-door meetings 225: open-air meetings 2. Baptisms 10; 
Confirmations 10; baptisms for health 1 ; ordinations 3; administrations 
83 ; children blessed 2 ; deaths 1. 
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On Monday, the 2ist, the Elders assembled in the capacity of a 

riesthood meeting, at which they were again greatly blessed with a 
rich out-pouring of the Holy Spirit; after reporting their labors, 
President Lund gave them some very valuable instructions relative to 
the most profitable course to pursue in the promulgation of the Truth. 

In the evening, the Elders and Saints with a number of invited friends, 
met in a socia) capacity, when a few hours were most pleasantly spent. 

W. 8S. Barnes, Clerk of Conference. 


A SACRED ORDINANCE NOT STRICTLY OBSERVED. 


OnE of the most sacred ordinances which should be observed by all mem- 
bers of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints is the Sacrament 
of the Lord’s Supper. Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ instituted this 
holy rite the last time He met with His disciples just previous to His 
death. It is a matter of the highest importance for all followers of the 
Redeemer to contemplate—they should if possible partake every Sabbath 
of the sacred emblems. Through neglecting this ordinance many are weak 
and sickly, and become cold in the faith. What a sad thought when we 
realize the condition of our loved brother and sister, who, through 
neglecting their golden opportunities, and forgetting the covenants made 
with their Maker have grieved the Holy Spirit and are in danger of a 
spiritual death. The Book of Doctrine and Covenants speaks very plainly 
upon this important subject. Section lix, paragraphs 9-12, reads as 
follows :— 
_ And that thou mayest more fully keep thyself unspotted from the world, 
ot _— go to the house of prayer and offer up thy sacraments upon My 
oly Gay ; 


For verily this is a day appointed unto you to rest from your labors, 
and to pay thy devotions unto the Most High ; 


Nevertheless thy vows shall be offered up in righteousness on all days 
and at all times ; 


But remember that on this, the Lord’s day, thou shalt offer thine obla- 
tions and thy sacraments unto the Most High, confessing thy sins unto thy 
brethren, and before the Lord. 

Mark these words, “confessing thy sins unto thy brethren {and before 
the Lord.” What a humble, meek spirit ought to be manifested at these 
meetings. If we have offended our brother or sister, our neighbor or 
friend, we should, before assembling to our places of worship and par- 
taking of these sacred emblems, ask forgiveness of those we have in any 
way wronged, and make amends. We must freely forgive any who have 
offended us, else our Heavenly Father will not forgive us our: trespasses, 

and we should be unworthy to partake of the Sacrament. 


In visiting the different branches of the Church one cannot help 
noticing the indifference manifested by members who absent themselves 
from these sacramental meetings. : 


The objects of meeting together when this important ordinance is being 
participated in are in remembrance of the death and sufferings of Jesus 
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Christ, to bear testimony of the goodness and mercy of God towards us, 
and to edify and strenghten each other in our faith. In these sacramental 
meetings, through the influence of the Holy Spirit, we receive renewed 
strength to assist us in our daily walk during the coming week. 

Now let us make a few comments upon the sacramental prayers. The 
blessing upon the bread reads as follows :— 


O God, the eternal Father, we ask thee in the name of thy Son, Jesus 
Christ, to bless and sanctify this bread to the souls of all those who partake 
of it, that they may eat in remembrance of the body of thy Son, and 
witness unto thee, O God, the eternal Father, that they are willing to 
take upon them the name of thy Son, and always remember him 
and keep his commandments which he has given them, that they may 
always have his Spirit to be with them. Amen. 


The first part of the prayer is that our eternal Father will bless and 
sanctify the bread to the souls of all those who partake of it. In order 
that these words may be verified, the influence of the Spirit of the Lord 
will dwell in abundance at these meetings, provided those who are present 
have come with clean hands and pure hearts. “ That they may eat in remem- 
brance of the body of thy Son.” According to this, we should remember 
the sufferings of Jesus Christ in the Garden of Gethsemane, while a prisoner 
in the hands of his enemies, and particularly the excruciating pains He 
bore on the cross. “And witness unto thee, O God, the eternal Father, 
that they are willing to take upon them the name of thy Son.” No 
matter how greatly we may be reviled, how much the finger of scorn be 
pointed at us, or what persecution we may suffer for His name’s sake, 
we should be willing to stand up for our Redeemer in bold defence of His 
glorious Gospel. He bled and died for us, and we should be ready, even 
at the sacrifice of our lives to battle for the Gospel cause to the end of our 
mission upon earth. “And always remember him and keep his command- 
ments which he has given them.” To remember those we have an affection 
for, in the true sense, is to love them and be willing to do what is pleasing in 
their sight. To remember our Lord Jesus Christ is to observe all the instruc- 
tions and commands He has given us. The first two of His commandments 
are: “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all 
thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength, and Him only 
shalt thou serve.” “And thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.” 
These two commandments should be kept indelibly impressed upon our 
memories, and observed as nearly as the imperfections in our nature will 
allow. 

The blessing upon the water is as follows :— 


O God, the eternal Father, we ask thee, in the name of thy Son, Jesus 
Christ, to bless and sanctify this water to the souls of all those who drink 
of it, that they may do it in remembrance of the blood of thy Son, which 
was shed for them ; that they may witness unto thee, O the eternal 
Father, that they do always remember him, that they may have his Spirit 
to be with them. Amen. -_ 

When we participate in this part of the ordinance—the water—we should 
drinkin remembrance of the blood of Jesus Christ, which was shed for us upon 
the cross, to atone for Adam’s transgressions and for our actual sins; for 


by rendering obedience to His laws and ordinances we obtain a remission 
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of all our transgressions. It is a glorious promise, a grand assurance to 
the soul to know that the debt we have incurred, the sins we have com- 
mitted, are, through His blood, cleansed and atoned for, if we will keep 
His commandments and prove faithful to the end. 

As the disciples of Jesus in this last dispensation we should show unto 
our Heavenly Father that we are indeed Saints of the Most High. We 
should regularly attend to all our duties, and not forget the sacrament 
meetings. “ Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your 
good works.” We should be exemplary in all our associations through 
life. “ Draw nigh unto God and He will draw nigh unto you.” When we 
fail to attend to our duties we are not drawing nigh untoGod. If we love 
Him, He will love us. 

How many there are who can testify to-day, when they have been living 
their religion, that at their sacrament meetings they have enjoyed in rich 
abundance the outpouring of the Spirit! They have witnessed the mani- 


festations of the Holy Ghost—speaking in tongues, interpretation thereof, 
prophesying, healing the sick, and other manifestations. These experi- 
enves are to be had to-day in different branches of the Church, where the 
Saints are walking in the path of their religious duties. 


This subject of the Sacrament has often been spoken and written he gm 
It will bear repetition, for the meetings referred to have been neglected by 
many of the Saints. We need often to be reminded of such important 
duties—obedience is essential to our salvation. 


There are many Saints in the British Mission, who, through different 
circumstances, fail to attend Sabbath meetings. Some on account of the 
distance are absent from places of worship for several months. Efforts 
should be strenuously made by those who are so situated occasionally to 
attend, for it is written, “ Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every 
word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.” No matter how long we 
have been members of the Church, no matter what experience or know- 
ledge we have quiabe in order to enjoy the Spirit of the Lord at all times, 
we must be present at our meetings if it is possible for us to do so. We 
should exercise our faith and works to that end, and the Lord in many 
instances will open up our way. 


Let us arouse ourselves, and do all that is required by our Lord and 
Master. There is a great work before us—we have no time to spend idly. 
Progress should be our watchword. A new year has dawned upon us. 
We may have done well in the old year, but we can still improve durin 
the new. Let us be industrious, keep our armor on, and never shrin 
from our duty. | R. AVESON. 


FACTS AND EVENTS. 


An uprising of Royalists on the Sandwich Islands is reported to have taken place on 
January 6th. The insurgents desired to restore the dethroned Queen to her former 
position. The trouble was ended after several of those causing it had been killed and 
five hundred others taken prisoners. : | 


M. Felix Faure was elected President of the French Republic on Jan. 17 to succeed 
M. Casimir-Perier, who resigned. The session of the National Assembly which elected 
him was a stormy one, the Radicals and Socialists becoming highly excited and shouting 
their opposition in expressions such as ‘‘ Down with the robbers.” There were three can- 
didates on the first ballot, but one of them withdrew in favor of M. Faure, who 
received a majority of 69 on the second ballot. The new President is 54 years old. 
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THURSDAY, JANUARY 31, 1895. 


ISAIAH’S PROPHECY FULFILLED. 


“Tue earth also is defiled under the inhabitants thereof ; because they 
have transgressed the laws, changed the ordinance, broken the everlasting 
covenant.”—Isa. xxiv: 5. 


To a believer in prophecy the present condition of the world is a realiza- 
tion of what Isaiah saw in vision, which he left on record as above quoted. 
Many people can see this, but shut their eyes to the fact, preferring to 
spend their lives pleasantly, if possible, without special regard to the 
salvation of themselves or their fellows. They may or may not hold mem- 
bership in a church, but they have their associates and their friends, 
whom they are anxious to retain as such, and they know that any 
attempt to correct an evil is attended with more or less unpleasantness ; 
hence a majority of mankind is afraid, or unwilling, to undertake it. 


Some there are who contend that the people of the world are not in 
the condition predicted by the prophet. A brief, unprejudiced examin- 
ation will dispel that idea and reveal the fact that if there ever has 
been a time to which the prophecy referred to is applicable, that time is 
the present. The reports of crime as published in the various newspapers 
show that all the laws of the Decalogue are transgressed almost daily 
Murder, robbery, theft, violence, disregard for truth, and other crimes 
have become so common that people read them and discuss them as 
ordinary events. These transgressions are not confined to any certain 
class of persons; rich and poor, high and low, educated and ignorant, 
professors and non-professors of religion, all contribute from their 
numbers to thelarmy of wickedness and corruption. Satan no doubt laughs 
in fiendish glee at the spectacle of God’s children traveling on the broad 
way to destruction along which so many have gone before. 


In the beginning of the Church as established by the Savior there were 
certain laws given which must be complied with before a person could be 
admitted to membership. The Apostles and Elders, after a person had 
shown his worthiness to become a disciple of Jesus, baptized him and 
laid their hands upon him for the gift of the Holy Ghost. He was in- 
structed to keep the commandments of God, and as a penalty for not doing 
so was excommunicated from the Church. Salvation was promised to 
those only who endured to the end. Instead of these things, as com. 
manded by the early Church authorities, we are told that these laws are 


—— 


of no binding force; that the instructions of the Savior concerning 
baptism and the laying on of hands do not apply to our day ; that belief 
alone will take people to Heaven. Have not men transgressed the law ? 


It is stated that Jesus took little children into His arms and blessed 
them ; but though there is not the remotest intimation that He did any- 
thing further, yet there are people who bring up this incident as a 
justification for the sprinkling of children, which they call baptism; so 
that not only has the ordinance of baptism been changed as regards the 
mode, but it is misapplied as to the persons to whom it is administered. 
There is no statement in all the New Testament which can be construed 
in a way that would sanction infant baptism. 


The Sacrament instead of having the simplicity attending it which 
characterized its administration originally is transformed by some of the 
churches into a display affair. Others of the Christian world administer 
only one of the emblems mentioned by Christ as necessary to be partaken 
of by, His true followers. 


Administering to the sick is so very seldom performed by members of 
the orthodox churches, that we can scarcely say it has been “changed”; 
rather have they done away with it. But the three ordinances before 
mentioned—baptism, the blessing of children, and the Sacrament—are 
shown both by the Scriptures and by history subsequent to the time 
mentioned in them to have been changed in one or more particulars. 

On numerous occasions in the Old Testament there is made mention 
of a sacred covenant as existing between God and His children. Noah, 
Abraham, Moses, and others were given to understand that Jehovah was 
to be,their God, and that they and their descendants were to acknowledge 
Him as such, and to serve Him, and seek Him at all times. 


Inasmuch as this covenant is an everlasting covenant it must apply to 
all time. But the people after the crucifixion became so wicked that they 
were unworthy of any communication from heaven. They forgot the 
covenants which their fathers had made, and thus forfeited the privilege 
of having God speak to them, until they should repent. This state of 
affairs has continued so long that the world now denies the necessity of 
receiving instructions by revelation from God. It does not acknowledge 
the Being who spoke to the prophets anciently as One who can now make 
known His will in the way that He did then. The custom of denying the 
existence of God is becoming common in the world. Religionists break 
the everlasting covenant by denying that God now directs His Church 
through the instrumentality of His servants; non-religionists do this by 
denying that any such covenant was ever made. 


Those in possession of the Holy Ghost can plainly see wherein Isaiah’s 
prophecy has been literally fulfilled, while men without the Spirit of God 
think there is nothing extraordinary in the present condition of mankind, 
and that prophecy has no connection with it. 

Briefly summing up what has been said: The wickedness of the world 
bears testimony that the earth is defiled under the inhabitants thereof: 
the disregard for the teachings of the Savior and His Apostles shows a 
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transgression of the law; the difference between the mode of admitting 
people into the Churches now and that practiced in the beginning, 
between the rites and ceremonies in existence at present and those 
anciently, and between the requirements made of the primitive Saints in 
order to obtain salvation and those made by people in this generation, all 
show that the ordinances have been changed; and the denial of the 
relationship existing between God and His servants is a breaking the 
everlasting covenant. The prophecy has been literally fulfilled. B. 


Lonpon Conrerence Norice.—The London Conference will be held at 
36 Penton Street, [slington, London, on Sunday, February 24. Meetings 
will commence at 10, 30 a,m., 2, 30 and 6, 30 p.m. 


WHAT [8S MORMONISM? 

The Gospel of Jesus Christ as received by the Latter-day Saints has 

several distinct features. These when first presented to the world were 

considered startling in the extreme by all who for various reasons were 

unable to grasp the fundamental principles on which the truth is based. 
Misrepresentation, ridicule, and vilification followed. 


In this respect Mormonism passed through an experience the exact 
counterpart of that of early Christianity when first proclaimed to the 
Mosaic and Pagan nations. The teachings of our Lord’s messengers about 
the spirituality of the Godhead; a life after this, atonement through the 
death of Jesus of Nazareth, a supposed malefactor; the efficacy of faith 
and similar doctrines were to the Jews “a stumbling block and unto 
Gentiles foolishness.” Yet, as time went on, the light of truth gradually 
dispersed the dark prejudices, and what was at first regarded as “ Foolish- 
ness” became known as Divine wisdom. The most profound philosophers 
of the early ages humbly bowed in adoration before the cross of Calvary, 
acknowledging themselves the disciples of Him who there gave His life, 
and ever afterwards the wisest and best men of every age have followed 
their example, according to the light they had. 


Looking at the subject a little closer, it is easy to perceive that Chris- 
tianity was essentially the further development of Judaism. It was the 
_ restoration of the teachings conveyed to our progenitors who “ walked with 

God” and who were favored with revelations both of the past and future. 
It marked the termination of that intermediate state of education 
necessary on account of transgression and inability to stand in the pres- 
ence of the majesty of the Almighty, and promoted the advance of man- 
kind toward a higher grade of schooling. All its teachings were given 
with reference to the attainment of this object. 


_ The ancient Jews failed because they accepted the Mosaic institutions 
and teachings as the limits of truth, beyond which all is error. True, they 
expected a Messiah, but considered him in the light of a Pharisaic ritualist 
and political deliverer. Christians of to-day are much in the same 
predicament. Generally they consider the truths revealed in the begin- 
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of our era as closing the direct communication of knowledge of things 
Divine to mankind, and while some look for a millennium as a further 
stage of progress, they have so confused and indistinct ideas of this 
promised re-adjustment of the affairs of the earth as to render it of but 
little value to them. Should it come speedily, they would no more 
recognize it than the Jews in Jesus could see their promised Messiah. 

- Mormonism, in the light of these facts, has claim on the serious atten- 
tion of the world. The Christian nations are passing through a religious 
crisis. Reformers first tried the effects of religion without direct revela- 
tions, but the result was that the nations were unable to free themselves 
from the evils that consume their vital powers. Reform without the aid 
of religion was the next experiment. But the result has been so unsatis- 
factory that to-day the tendency is clearly visible on the part of some of 
those on whom the fate of nations partly depends, to return to the old 
regime. If therefore the time should come that leaders of men find them- 
selves constrained to confess their own inability to create desirable condi- 
tions, either with or without the aid of a morality void of a religious senti- 
ment they need not give up hope. For in the Gospel truths taught through 
Joseph the Prophet in this age is that contained which, if accepted and 
carried out in practice, will effect a regeneration of the world more com- 
plete than that resulting from the proclamation of the Gospel by the first 
Apostles. 

Mormonism is primitive Christianity restored. It is a further develop- 
ment of the truths previously revealed, and its distinctive features are but 
what mankind at this time specially needs. It sets forth the true 
relationship between God and man, explains the mission of man on earth, 
and offers a solution of all problems with which the world now is grappling. 
Mormonism is nothing but the eternal truth and as such is indestructible. 
It was, moreover, given at this time with special regard to the helpless 
condition of mankind. It is the great and marvelous work by which the 
children of men will be redeemed and God glorified.— Deseret News. 


IS THERE A GOD? 


REASON AND FAITH. 
We get from tradition, history and experience many supernatural 
evidences of a Supreme Being. We will commence our brief inquiry 
through Reason or Natural Theology. 

This Natural Theology is studied from the Book of Nature. Its char- 
acters are plainly traced upon every tiny plant and insect, and they are 
deeply engraved upon the solid earth and every star that revolves in 
- The fundamental idea in natural relation is that the existence and 
character of the Creator can be found and interpreted from creation. 3 

This holds true in all things produced by man. The thought and the 
purpose of the maker is reflected from every work of art. Every product 
of labor guided by thought, from the most complex machinery made by 
civilized men down to the rude weapons used by savage tribes, contains 
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the purpose of the maker. The character and motives of men are seen 
more clearly in their works than in their words. 

Valentine says that “ This principle has a two-fold application in the 
investigation of Natural Theology It is applied, first, with respect to the 
world of mind. If man is a creature of God, with a mind, given him by a 
Supreme First Cause, it is not only reasonable to expect, but absurd to 
doubt, that there is to be found in his mind some impress or reflection of 
his being, some mark of the workman on his work. Itis fair to suppose 
that the human * * soul would mirror, possibly even to the soul’s own 
consciousness, the existence of its author. * * The principle is 
applicable, secondly, with respect to the natural universe. This, 
not only as a whole but in all its parts and particulars, is justly viewed as 
entitled to bear testimony when the question of being and character of a 
maker is investigated. Should it be said, as it often is, that nature con- 
ceals rather than reveals God, forming a veil behind which he is hidden, 
as the action of physical causes goes on, it is freely admitted that the eye 
of sense cannot see him. But the vision of reason interpreting their 
physical causes, can penetrate the veil and see the reality and glory of the 
power that operates through them.” 

The first presumptive evidence we have of a supreme being is the 
universal idea of God in the human mind. Historical researches fully 
justify the statement that this idea is natural and universal. Atheists, 
however, claim that this idea of a supreme being had its birth in ignor- 
ance among savage tribes. If this claim be admitted it must follow that 
the idea would be lost to man after reaching a high degree of 
civilization. But the opposite conditions seem to prevail. As man learns 
more of nature’s workings and gets a deeper insight of his own soul, 
powers, and moral nature, his idea of God is clearer. But at best man’s 
conception of a supreme being is imperfect. Among savage tribes it is 
very crude; objects of different kinds are worshiped. But the most 
intelligent among heathen nations worship their idols as representing a 
higher but unknown deity. Even the so-called atheists of the present age 
have only changed the form of the idea to a deification of nature’s laws. 
“ That an idea should be so thoroughly normal to the human mind as this 
has proved to be, forcing itself into recognition everywhere and in all ages 
asserting a virtual omnipresence in the thought and belief of the race 
under all conditions and changes, and yet be wholly false, a universal but 
necessary mistake, is against al] natural and reasonable probability.” 

Again there seems to be deeper feelings in the human mind than the 
universal idea of a God. There is a feeling of dependence and need and a 
craving for divine assistance and guidance deeply buried in the human 
mind. It has been said that man learns to pray before he learns to think. 
Has nature erred in this? Does nature give light to the eye, air to the 
lungs, and food to the appetite, and yet give no answer, no relief to sincere 
prayer? If divine assistance does not come after devoted prayer, the 
instinct of prayer is false. Will instinct teach the bee how to construct 
her cell, the bird to migrate at the right time, and the ant to store away 
food for winter, and then be deceptive in man? Reason answersno. ” 
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Nothing in the whole realm of nature stands alone or exists only for 
itself. This idea will help us to understand that man is only a part of 
nature. He is directly or indirectly related to all both below and above 
himself. The solid rock that may‘ subserve some purpose for a time 
finally crumbles away into dust and forms soil. The soil does not exist for 
itself any more than the rock. But before vegetation can grow, soil must 
be brought into existence. We thus see]the relation the fruitful soil 
bears, both to the rugged mountains of rock and the waving fields of grain 
and the mighty forest. The vegetable kindom does not depend upon itself 
for existence, or exist for itself. Vegetation depends upon earth, air and 
sky,‘heat’and moisture,’and it exists'for’the animal kingdom and for man. 
Wetfind that’the most intelligent and useful animals are easily}‘made the 
servants‘of man. Indeed}'man could not well exist without the lower 
animals. In fact he needs for his support all below him, both organic and 
inorganic. The rock does not know that it will form soil. The soil does 
not know that it is the birth-place of beautiful flowers and golden grain. 
Vegetation does not know that it is the principal support of animal life. 
Animals, with all their wonderful instincts, do not know what relation 
they bear to the grass they eat or how they subserve the uses of man. 
Man, from reason alone, knows much of what is below and a little of what 
is above. We must infer from analogy that other beings or intelligences 
exist as far above man, as man is above the animals that serve him. It 
seems almost impossible for man .with his reason, his moral nature and 
religious convictions combined to doubt the existence of angels and Gods 
above him. Man is related to all that is below him through his physical 
body, and to all that is above him through his spirituality and divinity. 

Reason, or Natural Theology, may lead him aright a long way on the 
path of truth but it will not conduct him in safety beyond the limits of 
doubt. It gives him but a partial view of God’s character, and it leaves 
him in the’dark regarding his own origin and destiny. 


If man would know more of deity he must cultivate his spirituality. 
By will power, pure thought and noble action, combined with a prayerful 
spirit, he may be led to bask in the sunlight of spiritual truths, where he 
may get occasional glimpses of the bright beyond. It may yet be possible 
for man, even in mortality, to developthis spirituality to thatdegree that 
he may be able to see space filled with intelligences as they go to and fro 
among the planets of countless systems with their messages of peace and 
love, adininistering and inspiring to deeds of virtue. There are many now 
in mortality who have seen the radiant smiles of departed loved ones and 
listened to the rapturous music of other spheres. 


A deep spiritual wave is now passing over our planet, and wen are 
learning that faith is a surer guide than reason. History shows that men 
of abiding faith are the greatest leaders in society and the best promoters 
of every thing that leads to human progress. Almost without an excep- 
tion the founders of every commonwealth have been men who drew their 
deepest inspiration from some power higher than man. What class of 
men, in every society,"waits for others to lead in every cause that calls for 
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self-sacrifice? Atheists and cold philosophers. These men, like a dead 
weight, clog the wheels of spiritual progress. 

Reason and faith should work together. Reason can arrange known 
truths, faith leads to the realm of undiscovered truth. Faith is a word 
that has been much abused. Many have been led to suppose that faith is 
the foundation of all that have organized from human superstition. Faith 
has been defined as an “ enlightened spiritual perception.” 

“Everything bespeaks the sacred altar. Faith, in our view, is forever 
new, forever light, forever bright, forever inspired, forever leading men to 
the highest, forever promising the best, and forever making fulfilment of 
these promises. 

“If we are led by reason alone, we shall reject the fine perception of the 
spirit, the intuition that does not know the reason or wherefore, but is 
nearly always true. We shall reject the inspiration and aspiration of 
poets and philosophers. We shall only rely upon that which can be 
proved by a certain method or mental formula, and that would soon consist 
merely of mathematics and a certain formula of intellectual statement. 
-Human life would be deprived of sentiment, of all that constitutes its 
hope, of its aspiration, of that which leads from within and above. The 
gates of intuition would be closed. Man would never dream of another realm 
which he lives. He would narrow his existence down to the ignorant 
deductions of an uninspired mind as to what he sees and hears around 
him, and he would reason himself into annihilation as he does whenever he 
follows reason alone. It is reason that has led men to be materialists. It 
is reason that bars the doors of inspiration.’ 

Proof of Deity does not depend on any one argument, the evidence is 
cumulative. The cosmological argument supplements the design argument 
Proofs of Deity are within us and al] around us. Reason and Faith, man’s 
moral nature and his spirituality all point to immortality and to God. 

W. H. Apper.tey IN Logan Journal. 


THE SAMOAN ISLANDS. 


THE Samoan, or Navigator Islands, as they are sometimes called (because 
their inhabitants are so expert with their canoes), are situated in the 
south central part of the Pacific Ocean, between 13 deg. and 14 deg. south 
latitude, and 169 deg. and 172 deg. longtitude west. 

This group comprises ten islands, and the largest is called Savaii, which 
is forty-eight by twenty-tive miles. The smallest is called Manono, and is 
one and half miles long and one mile wide. 


These islands are partly of volcanic and partly of coral formation. 
There is an extensive lava on the largest island, which seems to be of 
recent formation. In 1848 there was not anything growing on this lava 
bed. It is now covered with a luxuriant growth of vegetation. Scientists 
say that it has only been about four centuries since this molten mass was 
formed. A coral reef surrounds most of the islands ; but some have what 
is called a rock bound coast, and boats are unable to land, while others 
have a reef surrounding them. This reef in some places extends for a few 
miles into the sea, and during ebb tide it is partly exposed, while at full 
tide it is entirely covered. 
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Samoa is comparatively elevated, the highest peak being 3,900 feet 
above sea level. Although the islands are mostly of volcanic formation, 
yet they are a mass of vegetation from the water’s edge to the highest 
mountains. 

These islands were discovered by the Dutch in 1768. The natives at 
that time were very barbarous, having many horrible customs and wor- 
shiping various natural objects for their gods. 

amoa has become better known to the world since 1889. During 
that year several men-of-war were wrecked in one of its harbors. The 
disaster was caused by a terrible storm, in which many lives were lost. 

Within the last five years many missionaries have been sent from 
Zion to labor there, and the islands are now classed as one of the 
regular missionary fields.—Juvenile Instructor. 


UTAH NEWS. 


(Summarized from Territorial papers. ) 

The business of the Salt Lake City Post Office is said to have been twenty per cent. 
larger in 1894 than in 1893, 

Dr. Karl G. Maeser has written a book entitled ‘‘ School and Fireside.” It is of an 
educational character, giving especia] attention to the leading features of normal instruc- 
tions given and work done in the B. Y. Academy from its organization to 1891—the 
time when Dr. Maeser was principal of that institution. 


A series of free public weekly ,lectures bas been arranged for by the faculty of 
the University of Utah. The subjects announced are of a general interest and a varied 
nature, historical, scientific, and literary. The names of some of the ablest lecturers 
in the Territory appear on the program. 

The first apportionment of the Territorial Schoul Fund amounts to $2.05 for each of the 
74,471 children of school-age in the Territory. There will be one or more apportionments 
from this same fund before the year closes. There is also a county fund, which will be 
paid for educational purposes. The generous expenditure of money for schools in Utah 
is favorably commented upon by papers outside the Territory. 


A new educational publication, The Journal of Pedagogy, has been commenced at 
Provo, under the auspices of the Department of Pedagogy, Brigham Young Academy. 
The opening number contains an article from Dr. B. A. Hinsdale, of the University of 
Michigan, who was at the Teachers’ Institute in Provo last summer, also extracts from a 
lecture delivered in Chicago by G. Stanley Hall, well known in American educational 
affairs, Other articles are written by local educators of more or less prominence, 

Albert Tuttle, a well-known and highly respected Manti citizen, met with a sudden, 
violent, and unexpected death at that place on January lst. It seems that he was 
walking away from the Manti Savings Bank, of which he was the cashier, during the 
afternoon when his foot slipped and he fell heavily to the ground, producing a fracture of 
the bone at the base of the brain. Physicians were immediately called, but their efforts 
at resuscitation were ineffectual, as he died almost instantly. He was the son of the Hon. 
Luther Tuttle, ex-member of the Utah Legislature, and a family reunion was being held 
at the latter’s home when the fatality occurred. 


A committee made up of members appointed from the different Churches in the 
Territory has sent a circular to each one of the constitutional delegates asking that a 
clause, separate from the State Constitution soon to be drafted, on the question of pro- 
hibiting the manufacture and sale of intoxicating liquors for beverages be voted upon at 
the same time as the Constitution proper. Should this be done and a majority of votes 
be cast for the clause it would become a part of the Constitution. It is not thought 
advisable to incorporate it in the Constitution, because there are many who might vote 
against the whole instrument on that account. 
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